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Golden Jubilee at IIT Bombay

o

1;.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with
Industrialist and philanthropist Azim Premji at the

- Golden Jubilee convocation of the Indian Institute
of Technclogy Bombay on Saturday, — PTI

India can go back to 9%
growth: Prime Minister

Press Trust of India
Mumbai, Aug. 18

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh today said the present
slowdown was not “inevitable
or irreversible”, Addressing the
Golden Jubilee Convocation
ceremony at IIT Bombay here,
the Prime Minister said after
half a century of zero rate eco-
nomic growth, from 1900 to

1950, India registered 3.5 per

cent growth from 1950 to 1980.
But from 1980 to now, the coun-
try nearly doubled that growth.
“In 2003-08, we showed that
we can march forward at an
even higher rate of growth of ¢

per cent,” he said. “I know that
in the pastyear India’s economy
has slowed dewn. But this is not
an inevitable or irreversible out-
come.”

“The fundamentals of our
economy are sound and, with
greater effort being made to mo-
bilise all the latent physical and
human resources, we can go
back to the growth rate of 8-¢
per cent per annum achieved
from 2003 to 2008,” Singh said.

“The large investments in the
development of human re-
sources that we have made in
the last eight years would facil-
itate that outcome,” he said.
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I studied in
the light of a
kerosene lamp,
PM tells IIT

~ students

Press Trust of India
Mumbai, Aug 18
Addressing students of IIT
Bombay here, Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh on
Saturday recalled his hum-
ble beginnings and

struggles.

“When I look back at my
own life, I feel humbled,
looking at the distance my
own generation has trav-
elled,” he said.
CONVOCATION ADDRESS
“I studied in the light of a
kerosene lamp, in a dusty
village that had no power, no
doctor, no school or college.
I used to walk miles to go to
the school,” Singhr said, de-
livering the ‘Golden Jubilee
Convocation’ address at IIT.

In all these matters, there
has been an enormous im-
provement in the 65 years
since Independence, he said.

“The -progress that has
been registered has often
fallen short of the expecta-
tions of our people, partic-
ularly the young people,” the
Prime Minister conceded.
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PM sees major role for science and
technology in reVlvmg economy

Staff Reporter

MUMBA!; Science and téchnol-
ogy can help restore econom-
ic growth to the old rate of
eight to nine per cent and en-
able India become a knowl-
edge society, Prime Minister
Manmochan Singh said here
on Saturday.

“I know that in the past
year India’s economy has

¢ “Increase In number of institutions should foster
a qualitative improvement in higher fearning”

¢ Knowledge base of economy has to expand so
that we catch up with developed nations, he says

VAR R RS RD
Bombay, knowledge gap.”
“India today needs nation- “Every year when I see how

al leaders from the fields of
science and engineering. Not

slowed down, but this is not, just pollhcs sports and cine-

an inevitable or irreversible
outcome. The fundamentals
of our economy are sound and
with greater effort being
made to mobilise all the la-
tent physical and human re-
sources, we can go back to the
growth rate of eight to nine
per cent per annum achieved
from 2003 to 2008 ... Science
and technology have to play a
major role in the transforma-
tion of our economy” Dr.
Singh said, while delivering
the golden jubilee convoca-
tion address at the Indian In-
stitute of Technology. (IIT)

‘of .

ma,” he said.

While the government had
opened new IITs and Indian
Institutes of Management

-(IIMs), one of the major chal-

lenges “is to ensure that this
quantitative expansion in in-
stitutions and seats also fos-
ters a qualitative
improvement in the working
institutions of higher
learning.™

“India currently lags "be-
hind many other countries in
term of research and devel-
opment and we must work
much harder to bridge this

many hundreds of thousands
of students apply for admis-
sion to these institutions, and
when I see how high the mini-
mum cut-off marks for ad-
mission have become, my
heart is pained by the limits
we are placing on the oppor-
tunities available to our
youth,” Dr. Singh said.
Highlighting the need to
harness our human resource,
the Prime Minister said the
knowledge base of the econo-

my had to expand with eco~

nomic growth so that “we can
catch up with other devel-
oped nations.”

Wipro ' Chairman Azim
Premji was conferred a Doc-

tor of Science (Honoris Cau-
sa). Mr. Premji dedicated the

"honour to the employees of

his company and drove home
the importance of “making
mistakes,” but learning from
them.

Union Communications
Minister Kapil Sibal, Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Prith-
viraj Chavan and Governor X.
Sankaranarayanan were pre-
sent,
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Need national leaders frorn
science, engineering: PM

MUMBA] 18 AUG: Indla today needs “na-
tional leaders” from the fields of science and
engineering, Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh said here today, addressing the stu-
dents of [IT Bombay.

~oday India necds national leaders from
the fields of engineering and science. Not just
politics, sports and cinema,” Singh said, deliv-
ering the ‘Golden Jubilee Convocation’ ad-
dress at IT.“Our government has opened
new 5, new IIMs and new institutions for
teaching and research in the sciences, We
have increased investment in school educa-
tion."We have increased scholarships for the
disadvantaged sections of our society. We
have sct up new institutions in different parts
of the country so that our children can get
the best education available closer home,” he
said A challenge is to ensure that the invest-
ment in higher education contributes more
directly to nation building, he said “Here, the
IS face an immediate challenge of making
their curriculum more relevant to our neecds.
I am aware that this is a subject of much live-
ly discussion among your faculty and alum-

over the years, migrated abroad in search of

better opportunities. [ do not grudge that.
Some of them have returned home to serve
our motheriand. Some do so from where

they are, in some of the best institutions of
the world,” he said A large number of IIT
graduates move away from their core disc-
plines into management, finance, marketing

"and even the cvil services. Without doubt,

they have much to contribute in their new
fields of work, he said, noting that his cabinet
colleague, Jairam Ramesh, was an ITian.
The students graduating today have a long |
list of IT Bombay alumni to inspire them,
Singh said. “Several of them have risen to top
positions internationally, including Arun Ne-
travali, former head of Bell Laboratories, and
Nitin Nohriz, the current Dean of Harvard
Business School.“One of our brightest Cabi-
net Ministers, Jairam Ramesh is an alumnus’
of IIT Bombay, as is Nandan Nilekani who
carries the enormous responsibility of imple-
menting India’s ambitious program of pro- .
viding all its citizens with 2 Unique Identifica-
tion Number,” the Prime Minister said. India

. needs “millions of engineers” and millions
nus. “Many of our best lIT students have, -

more of technically qualified workers and
skilled professionalg, he said. pti
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PM 1n city to
attend HC,
lIT events

DNA Correspondent = MUMBAI

Prime munister Manmohan Singh
arrived in Mumbai on Fridayon a
two-day visit. The PM will be the
chief guest at the closing ceremo-
ny of sesquicentenniai celebration
of the Bombay High Court, and
deliver convocationaddress at the
Indian Institute of Technoiogy-
Bombay on Saturday. The high
court function wiil be organised
at the Nationai Centre for Per-
formung Arts.

Later, the PM wouid deliver the
Golden jubilee Convocation ad-
dress at liT-Bombay. At the
(oiden jubiiee Convocation, the
degree of '‘Doctor of Science,
Honorts Causa’ will be conferred
upon industrialist Azim Premii.
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New IIT entrance format may see
students migrating to ‘weaker’ States

AeshaDatta .
New Delhi, Aug. 18

The furore over the change in
common entrance exam for the
elite Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IITs) has died down,
but concerns over the format
persist.

Referring to the clause under
which students have to score
within the top 20 percentile to
qualify for IITs, Anand Kumar
of Super 30 fame said there isa
need to examine if the different
boards could be brought on par,

“Do all the boards conduct
examination with the same de-
gree of fairness? Introduction of
new things, like aptitude test
will definitely prove to be a de-
terrent for students from eco-
nomically backward strata, who

CBSE 778
Andhra Pradesh 872
Bihar 646
Chhattisgarh 568
Jharkhand 524
Uttarakhand 55.2
” West Bengal 580
study in the government

schools, which lack basic infras-
tructure and quality teachers,”
he said.

“Why do coaching institutes
mushroom? Itis simply because
students in search of quality
education land up there as the

schools are unable to satisfy
them,” Anand said. )

Students who can afford it
would flock to coaching centres
for both boards as well as en-
trance exam preparations, leav-
ing talented students from
economically backward strata
behind.

Anand said, “Good students
will still make it. But for stu-
dents from economically'weak-
er sections and those in rural
areas, it will get more difficult.”

8.V. Divvaakar, Managing
Partner at Ace Global Consult-
ing and an alumnus of ITT-Del-
hi, added that the new format
will lead to other distortions,
while opening new opportuni-
ties for coaching institutes.

“It js another distortion

whose impact we will see in the
coming years. Let’s say in UP if
the overall quality is lower than
other States, then the students
in the top 20 percentile cut-off
will much weaker. It is like a
State-level discount for enter-
ingthe ITTs.”

This may create a situation
where students who can afford
it will shift to States where the
cut-offs are lower, he added.

Recently the Council of
Boards of School Education in
India released a list of approxi-
mate cut-offs to be eligible for
IITs, highlighting the vast dif-
ference among the boards.

On their part, coaching insti-
tutes are well prepared to deal
with the format change.

aesha.datta@thehindu.co.in
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HRD seeks to
ease fund flow

NITIN MAHAJAN .
NEW DELHI, AUG. 18

In a major step that could
increase prompt fund flow
to the higher education sec-
tor in the country, the
human resources develop-
ment ministry is working
on a formula that will
enable easier release of
funds and grants to Central

«universities, ..o woirsarip - 57
8 ources statedr Tthatthe!t ¢.00 )7

. HRD ministry - hast pro--
“posed that a fund utilisa-
tion certificate and expens-
es details be submitted by
Central universities for the
release of grants by the
Central government. It is
understood that the min-
istry proposes to discard
current practice of visits
being made by University
Grants Commission com-
mittees to each individual
university for assessment
of fund utilisation and
release of funds,

The UGC has been asked
to formulate a process
regarding the proposal and
submit the proposal to the
‘HRD ministry for approval.

Sources stated that the
step is likely to increase
fund flow into the higher
education system and allow
increased research and
developmental activities.
This will also help Central
universities in focusing on
their research activities in
varied fields.

The easier release of
funds will also enable vari-
ous Central universities to
increase their infrastruc-

The ministry
proposes to
discard current
practice of visits
being made by .
Universjty Grants
mmmissi"@n

&t? to ’ , 1

mdmdual
ummrsity for

assessment of
fund utilisation

ture development ' and
recruitment of teachers.
This will in turn help in the
creation of additional seats
in various central universi-
ties in different streams of
education.

The additional funds are
expected to help the gov-
ernment increase the Gross
Enrolment Ratio in higher
education in the country.
HRD ministry has repeat-
edly stated that by 2020 the
country needs to have at
least 30 per cent GER of pre-
sent 12.4 per cent if it needs
to become a knowledge
superpower,

. It has been pointed out
that all developed
economies of the world
have over 30 per cent GER
in higher education to pro-
mote higher growth in all
%ndustries and services sec-
ors.
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ONLINE GATE

IIT-Bombay has announced the dates for
GATE examination for both the online and of-
fline modes. While the online papers will be
held on January 20, the offline tests will be con-
ducted on February 10, GATE is slowly tilting

Business Standard ND 20/08/2012

TOI

towards the online mode, with 15 of the 21 pa-
pers (specialisations) in GATE exam being con-
ducted online. Last year only six papers were
online while the number was only four in 2011.
Students will be able to give the exam at,
around 100 centres spread across the country.

P16

Education P4

IIT-Bombay is the organising IiT for the exami-
nation this year. Every year, the number of stu-
dents appearing for GATE has increased so the
need of online papers has also increased. This
year, the number of students taking the exam is
expected to increase by 15-20%.

National leaders needed from science,
engineering fields, says prime miniSter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbal, 19 August

Indiatoday needs “national leaders™ from
the fields of science and engineering,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said in
Mumbal on Saturday.

Singh delivered the ‘Golden Jubilee
Convocation’ address at Indian Institute of
Technology-Bombay. “Today India needs
national leaders from the fields of engi-
neering and science. Not just politics, sports

and cinema,” the Prime Minister said.

India still lags behind many other
countries in terms of research and devel-
opment, and there is also dearth of quali-
ty institutes of higher education, he said.

“This is precisely why our government
has taken initiative to expand the oppor-
tunities for higher and technical educa-
tioninIndia”

He also stressed that the investments
made in higher education must contribute
directly to nation building. IITs face an

immediate challenge of making their cuz-
riculum more trelevant to the country’s
needs, he added.

Speaking on the occasion, Union
Minister for HRD Kapil Sibal said IT'Ts have
been centres of excellence, and India is
proud of their contribution, However, he
said, the ITTs are facing a critical shortage
of quality faculty, and most of the current
faculty is ageing and nearing superannu-
ation, which is affecting academic
productivity.
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PM pained by high cut-offs in
admissions of higher learning

~ mohan Singh has expre-
¢ ssed dissatisfaction over
..+ thehigh cut-offs in admis-
| _smns # centers ‘of higher learning like the IITs,
saying he is . pamed" by such limits imposed
~ R on opportunities, "Every year when I see how
¢s5] many- hondreds. of thousands of students
pply for admission to these institutions, and
when [ see how h1 h have become the minimum gut-off marks for
admission, my heart is 'paihed by the limits we are placmg on the
opportunities available to our nuth," hesaid. |
Singh made these remarks in his address at the Golden ]ubﬂee
mnvcca tion of the ITT-Borbay here yesterday. "As we celebrate the
Golden Jubilee of UT Bombay, we feel a sense of pride, But that
pride must be tempered by the concern that we still do not have
the required number of*such institutions to offer adequate devel-
opmental opporhuuhes to all our bright young women and men,"
he said. ‘That is precisely why our governmeit took the imtlatwe
to expand the opportunities for higher and technical education in
India," he said. During the last eight years, Indian higher education
as well as secondary and technical education, have experienced a
‘quantum jump, in terms of investment being madé and the num-
ber of seats being ¢reated for students, he said,

MUHBAI AUG 19

Y]
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Make curriculum more
relevant to country’s
needs: PM tells IITs

PIONEER NEWS SERVIGE M MUMBAI

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on
Saturday called upon the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs) to make their
curriculum more relevant to the country’s
needs, so as to ensure that whatever invest-
ments being made on higher education con-
tributed more directly to nation-building.

Coming out with some home truths
during his address at the golden jubilee con-
vocation of the IIT-Bombay, Singh said:
“India currently lags behind many other
countries in terms of research an! devel-
opment and we must work much harder to
bridge this knowledge gap”.

“As India’s economy becomes bigger
and more developed, so too must our
knowledge base. A developing country like
ours has to catch up with other more devel-
oped nations and this ‘catch-up’ process
depends vitally on our ability to harness
human resources for development,” the
Prime Minister said.

“Another challenge is to ensure that the
investment we make in higher education in
fact contributes more directly to nation
building. Here the IITs face an immediate
challenge of making their curriculum more
relevant to our needs. I am aware that this
s a subject of much lively discussion among
your faculty and alumnus,” Singh said.
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HRD Ministry
Amending More

Bills for Consensus

BillsonlIT and CBSE
may be tabled inthe
current session of
Parliament

QURPOLITICAL BUREAU
NEW DELHI

The government is likely to moré
education reform bills following
continued resistance by allies
and the Opposition. The govern-
ment has already made amend-
ments to Prohibitlon of Unfair

Practices Bill and, Educational
Tribunal Bill. It is now expected
to make changes to the National
Accreditation Regulatory Au-
thority Bill to address concerns
raised by members.

There are seven education-re-
lated legislations pending in Par-
liament. The government pro-
poses to introduce the Indian
Institutes of Information Tech-
nology Bill and the Central Board
of Secondary Education in the
current session of Parliament,.

Human resources development
minister Kapil Sibal had a brief
respite In the bugdget session,
when he was able to ensure the
passage of six education bills, in-

- cluding the contentious Copy-
right Amendment Act, However,
despite presession consulta-

" tions with leaders of the United
Progressive Alliance and the Op-

position, the Natiohal Accredita- .

tion Regulatory Authority for
Higher Educational Institutions
Bill ran into trouble when it was
taken up in the Lok Sabha.

To smoothen out issues and ad-
dress concerns, Sibal met with
‘BJP leader Sushma Swaraj, Tri-
namool Congress’ Kalyan Baner-
jee and ATADMK leader P Tham-
bidurai on Thursday The
meeting, which lasted for more
than an hour, was expected to ad-
dress lingering concerns about
the legislations. Sources indicat-
ed thatthereislikely tobeatleast

another round of deliberations,
Concerns broadly relate to
whether the Centre can legislate
on higher education institutions,
since universities are included in
Entry 32 of the State List. The
HRD ministry has consistently

made the case that Entry 66 of the -

Unionlistmakesitthe Centre'sre-

. sponsibility toco-ordinate and de-
-termine “standards in institu-

tions for higher education or
research and scientific and tech-
nical institutions.” Thisisa stick-
ing point for both BJP and UPA
constituent Trinamool Congress.

‘Trinamoo! chief whip Kalyan Ba-

nerjee said his party had appre-
hensions about the ‘intrusion of
the Centre in matters relating to
the state’. Nonetheless, he said,
the matter is under discussion.
During the discussion on the bill
in the Lok Sabha, BJP raised ob-
jections on the
composition of the
accreditation
board. It also ques-
tioned the decislon
to allow for an ex-
emption clause.
TOTEM®  The bill's Clause 49
educatlon-  Bives the govern-
refatedbills menttherighttois-
pendingIn suengtifications to
Parllament exempt  institu-
tions from manda-
tory accreditation, The principal
opposition party views this
clauseas the government’s way of
ensuring that foreign education
institutions are not required to
seek accreditation when setting
upcampuses in India. “What does
this clause 49 mean? After all this
compulsory accreditation, you
will get the foreign universities
through thie back door, free from
this mandatory requirement,”
BJP MP Ananth Hegdesaid in his
intervention. Some of the objec-
tions raised are indicative of a
trust deficit that the government
is experiencing, The ministry
agreed totwominor amendments
in the education tribunal bill. The
firstwas to amplify the clauseand
making it clear that students
could register complaints. - '
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